_y . 4. . 2 2 * Ry 4 R 1 
— ne err memengs — - — 


7 


ö 


8 


SERMON 


„ 


Tae Thankful Samaritan. | 


Preached at the 


Cathedral Church of S. Paul, | 


. Before the Right Honourable the 


LORD MAYOR, 


{APD EB; 777: 
ALDERMEN of the City of | 


LON DON. 
September the 16th. 171 1, 


Vicar of Low Leyjon in Eſſex. | 
| 8 
LONDON: | 


| 


* 


Printed for J. WT AT, at the Roſe in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1711. 


« # 


. 


|; 
\ 1 ado 
— eG net nn tre nn e 


By FOHN STRTPE, M. A.“ 


— — — — — 
— — 


An 7 
-- 


Sr. 


— 


W» 


— 


— - — 
2 * - + 


— —ñ— £1414 -- ' 
* 
— — e 0 
* 
1 
FX 
» 
* 
* 
5 
* 


— — — 
* 
'T 
s 
S * 
1 
* 
- 
* 
— 
* 
d 


+ _ 
— j , LES 4 = 
. 4 a 4 % Ks 4 | 
| . * . 5 
— 4 N . 

* 
. L 5 | 
FR | | v | 

' * — 4 r 

* 

4 , | 4 
l * 
- - * — * — : 
. * | | 
g R = 
bl 8 ; 
- ” = * 1 | ; 
| on « 4 \.. : 

» 5 8 k | 

. — » os * 1 1 a 5 

* * * 4 , q 


—— mt 
* 
\ 


, x ; * _ g | 5 
* | o * you | 4 
| ; . 9 +4 4 ' | 
4 1 | — 1 1 * Ws + 
1 | — 2 | 
p A - 
a k g : 


3 "EW 
- 
* 
| a 
\ # 
* a 
* * . : 
* 1 - 
- * 
* of - 
— 8982 oY 
LY : 
* 
* : ; 
a „ — 
s | p - — — = - wv — ——— 
© oe Oo 
þ JOS — 34K — — 
— _ — —— — — * 
—— — — 
* a 
3 * 
„ä. é Quum.- _ — — 56 „ͤ%öi˖qẽ»e > 
—— wp 
wer. UU—ę0—?w — — : 


_ n th Rib ee, 5 10 4 

| Sir r GilberrHearhoore 1 
| AW 

| oy ure 9 He. os 

"= i D, | Dar | od 

Do readily comply wich che O 4 a & 


"Your Lordſhip and the Court of Als 
dermen for the Pu liſhing this Plain' Ser 
mon. And the rather, becauſe I hope 
may have that Good Effect upon the Rea- 
ders, for which it was pron and 1595 
* viz, to mollify the Sp Chriſti 
(ot what ee ſoever) 
b another; which la u 
lo exaſperated by ſome l- d ants: 

o theo Lak 5 Breach of, en d 
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in thoſe Divine Qualities. Wherein we are 


The Dedication. 
My Lord, By what orgs w- ſome think 
to juſtify, theroleles In» theſe array, 


Practices, now not; bur 1 al am ſure, 

is none of = — Sr irit of our Excel. 
A 82 better judge 9950 1 1 e Nah 
Wherein we every day ſtile Him we pray 
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CONCORD; putting us in mind there- 
by to imitare him, whom we do adore, 
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* himſelf to the Chriſtians a at Ephe- 
ſu, 


The Dedication. 


ſus, and our Church appoints it to be | 
read for the Epiſtle this preſent Week's Tri- 
nity-Sunday ; And were I to ſpeak (if it 
could poſſibly be) to the whole Kingdom of 
Great Britain at once, I would uſe the ſame 
Words; Eph. IV. 31, 3 2. Let all Bitterneſs, 
and Wrath, and Clamour , and Evil ſpeaking 
be put away from you, with all Malice. And 
be ye kind one to another, tender-bearted ; 
Forgiving one another, as God for Chriſt's 

ſake bath forgiven you. I am, 


My Loxo, 
Your Lordfhip's 
molt Humble Servant, 


John Sj 10 be. 


S. LUKE 
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$.L#K ® Chap. XVIT. Part of theft 6thVerſe. ” 
And he was a Samaritan. 
Ihe Context runs thus 
"And one of them, when he ſaw that he was healed, || 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God 
4nd fell donn on bis face at his feet, giving bim 
| thanks. And be was a Samaritan, || 


8 JESUS was in his Journey towards 
Feruſalem, ( whither he always repair- 
cd at the Feſtivals, holding conſtant 
' Communion with the reſt of the Jews 
in their Religious Worſhip ) at a diſtance ſtand 
Ten poor Creatures, that were Lepers t Who 
cry out to him moſt earneſtly for his Help, 
that he would heal them. FESUS, Maſter , 
have mercy on us. Ver. 13. | 
They were afar off, as we read Ver. the 12th. 
(For indeed ſuch foul, unclean Perſons were not 
to conſort with others.) The good 7 ESUS 
hears their loud Cry , before he ſaw them. 
But when he ſaw them, ſaith the Story, Yer. 14. as 
ſoon as he lookt upon thoſe Objects of Pity, 
he bad them, Go, ſhew themſelves to the Prieſts. 
And as they went, they were cleanſed. This our 
daviour enjoins them to do in Compliance with 
the Law of Moſes ; which was, That every Le- 
per, when he was cleanſed , ſhould repair to the 
Prieſt, who was to look upon him, and pronounce ” 


him clean. 
i B Hets | 
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2 The Thankful 


Here was a Mercy begged, and granted almoſt 
as ſoon as begged., from the compalli "are. E. 
SUS. And ſhould not the next ) have 
been on their Parts, to have thankel f for 
his Mercy that he had ſo frankly ſhewed them: 
Yes, ſurely. But here they are ſadly deſicient. 
A Fault too common among us all. When we 
are uneaſy, when Circumſtances are bad with 
us, oh! how do we complain > When Matters 
amend upon us, and Things proſper in our hands, 
and when the World goes well with us, oh! 
how Thankleſs are we? How unmindful of God, 
the Doror? How do we go away without 
any Senſe of the Favour we receive from the 
Hand of God ? Juſt like theſe Lepers : Ten-were 
cleanſed, but one ſingle man only , of them all, 
returns to give Glory to God. And who was he? 
For he deſerves. to have ſome notice taken of 
him. He was a Samaritan. - 

How ? A Samaritan? A Man of, a corrupt 
Religion ; A Heretic, The reſt probably Jews, 
of the true Religion. He of a Mongrel Religion, 
between a Few and a Heathen. The Fews there- 
fore had no manner of Converſation with the S. 
maritans, as the Woman of Samaria hinted to our 
Saviour. Well ; and yet theſe Fews , theſe men 
of the true, of the right, of the Orthodox Rel: 
gion, return no manner of Thanks to God for this 

ngular Mercy vouchſafed them: And this Ss 
maritan, this e Heretical Samaritan, 
comes back, and returns his Acknowledgments to 
his Benefador: Falls down at Jeſus ſeet, and givet! 
him Thanks. 
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SAMARITITAN 3 

So tlie you ſee there is a great Emphaſis to be 
laid upon this Clauſe, Aud he was a S A MAR L. 
TAN.” And you ſee alſo, for what t and 
weighty Reaſon the Writer of this Goſpel makes a 
Note of it. And this you ſhall fee further from 
the ſeveral uſeful Obſervations that I ſhall make 
hence ; Which ſhall be the Matter of my uin 
Diſcourſe. As namely, 

I. That ſometimes Acts of remarkable Since- 
rity and true Goodneſs appear in Men of gorrupt 
Religion; when as ſome others of a truer Religi- 
on are very defective in their Duties: As it was 
with this Leper, compared with his Fellows. Here 
was 2 Samaritan, a Man of a falſe Religion, em- 
ployed about an excellent Point of Religion ; viz. 
Thankfulneſs to God, Honouring of God by offer- 
ing him Praiſe. And here was a Parcel of Fews, 
that knew and profeſſed the true Religion, re- 
ceiving the very ſame Favour the other had; and 
yet not one Word of their Thankſulneſs. Inſo- 
much that Chriſt, obſerving the Samaritan s good 
Catriage, and how he comes, and returns his Thanks, 
accompanied with outward Signs, how true and 
hearty it was, asketh with ſome Admiration, Ver. 
17. Where were the Nine? Where were the reſt of 
thoſe that were cleanſed? Ver. 1 8. Ihere are not found 
that returned to give Glory to God, ſave this ftranger : 
from whom one would leaſt have expeded it. 
And where one molt expected it; that is, from 
thoſe that made a Proteſlion of true en 
not one of them proves thankful. 

Moſt men, when they think they are gotten 
into the riglit way that leads to Heaven, con- 
B 2 clude 
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clude themſelves ſafe and ſure, without doing any 
thing elſe towards it. If they are once of the true 
Religion, they think all is well, and they cannot 
miſcarry; little caring whether their Life and 
Manners do correſpond. When they are once got- 
ten into the Ark, there is no danger then of drown. 
ing: When as out of the Ark, out of the Church, 
na Safety. As the Papiſts commonly teach their 
Proſelytes. Get but once into the Unity of the 
Catholick Church, that is, turn Roman Catholicts; 
and then you are ſafe. And juſt ſo the Jens 
taught. And that made them , and that makes 
others, even to theſe Days of ours, ſo deficient in 
the ſubſtantial Practices of Religion. They ſeldom 
go beyond an external Profeſſion; becauſe they 
think that is enough to ſave them. Namely, that 
they are of the right Religion, and they hold the 
Orthodox Doctrine, that they are the true Sbnsof 
the Church, or elſe they are of a Purer Church. 
And fo they fit down ſecurely, and have nothing 
elſe to ſhew for themſelves, nothing elſe: to build 
their Hopes upon. And ſo they go on in an indit 
ferent, careleſs, unmortified Life unto the end & 
their Days. And you ſhall hardly ſee in ſuch Peo- 
ple any one Act of true Devotion towards God, ot 
of Juſtice or Charity towards their Neighbour: 
Little Denyal of their own Luſts ; no Reſtraint ol 
their own Wills and Paſſions. Which are in truth 
the beſt, nay, the only Signs of true Religion; and 
which alone beſpeak a man inwardly good, let his 
outward Profeſſion be what it will. 


 'Tis moſt mens Unhappineſs , and fad Mi | 


ſtake, iliat they build upon an external 2 
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SAMARITAN 

that they are Proteſtants, or of this or that Deno- 
mination of Chriſtians; which pleaſeth them 
yy ; and which they think pleaſeth God beſt, 
perhaps it ſo pleaſeth them. And this 
— Profeſſion, this right Side, is accompanl- 
ed likely with a deal of Fury, Heat and Zeal. And 
there is an End of their Religion. And here you 
have the whole'of theMan. And in the mean time, 

2 poor Creature, it may be bred up darkly in ſome 
falſe Way, or in ſome erroneous Church or Sect, 
ſhall exert Acts of more Humility, and more Meek. 
es neſs and Modeſty, more Self. denyal, more Com- 
in I paſſion and Kindneſs, more Senſe of his God, more 
m i true Goodneſs according to his Meaſure of Know- 
ey l:dge ; than theſe that make mighty ſpecious Pro- 
dat ſeſſions, and know more of God and Divine Things, 
the WW by the Advantages of the Church, whereof they boaſt, 
sof (and perhaps juſtly too) that they are Members. | 
ch. WW It was the poor Samaritan, that turned back, and 
ung returned his Thanks to his Divine Phyſician for 
uild Wl his miraculous Cure: Whereas, as for the nine 
if W Jews, the Men of tlie true Religion, you hear not 
dong of any fuch en of Devotion in 
them. 

And therefore to b his Obſervation, 
let us not deſpiſe any merely upon the Account 
of his Proſeffion or Perſuaſion in Religion. But 
rather let us ſee, how the Fear of God, and the 
Practices of Meekneſs, Patience, Purity and of 
true Godlineſs, bear Sway i in him, 
U. I obſerve further from the Story of this 825 
JVvaritan, that oftentimes there is a Strain of true 
gion; goodneis found, where no body N —— 
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s Tze Thankful.” 


hooks f. * it-; And where there hath been more 
Koowledge and more ſtrict Profeſſion, and louder 
Noiſe about- Religion, the Regularity of the Life 
and Manners-hath not correſponded. And this 
alſo you ſee an Example of in the Samaritan, and 
his nine Fewiſ Companions. 
III. I qþſerve thi Notice that God takes of 2 
good Action, whereſoever he fees it, and in whom. 
ſoever he ſees it, tho in a Samaritan. Vou ſee, 
how God would have it ſet down upon eternal 
Record concerning the Thankfulneſs of this poor 
Samaritan. He fell down at his feet, Living bin 
Thanks. And be was a SAMARITAN.- 
IV. This may teach men to abate their Malice 
and Contempt, (which reigns in too many) to. 
wards thoſe that are not of their -own Opinion in Xi 
Matters of Religion. Oh! Few; why doſt thou'fo 
valify a Samaritan 2:: Why-art thou ſo hot, ſo dil. Jo 
pleaſed againſt thy.erring Neighbour, a Samariter: 
Thou ſeeſt, that tho he be not of thy Religion, yet 
he may be a good Man: Nay, and it may be, excecd 
thee in the beſt and ſubſtantialeſtParts of Religion. ; 
A Jew mortally hated a Sawaritas. Ich. IV. g. Tb i 
Tevs would have no manner of Dealings with the W 
Samaritans. And thergfore the Woman of Samaris Di 
wondered, that Chriſt, a Few,would ſo much as as 
Water of her. A Samaritan was the very next Bor. IC. 
derer upon the Jews Country; and was in part of 
his Religion. For the Samaritaus received th five 
Books of Moſes; wherein the Subſtance of the Law 
of the Jeus conſiſted, But becauſe the Samaritans 
differed irom them in ſoms Points; As; becauſe they 
worſhipped God on a Mountain in a thei ownCour- 


Fry, 


try, and not at Feruſaltm, and held ſome other Er. 
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. | There be two manner of Nations, which my Soul 
alhorret h. Eoclus. L. 2 5. (faith the Author of theBook 


Feclefraſticus j who was a Jem; where he ſpeaks 
the Senſe. of the reſt of his Countrymen) There 
le two manner of ) Nations, which my Soul abhorreth. 
well; Which be they ? Tbey that ſſt upon the 

Mountains of Samaria ; (that is, the Samaritant 
ud they that duell among the Philiſtines. Whic 
Philiſtines were as contrary to the Fews', as the 
Turks are to the Chriſtians. And yet this Few's 
Soul hated a Samaritan, as much as he did à Phi- 
Mine. And when the Jews were minded! to 
ſpit out all their Venom againſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
they cry, Thou art 4 Samaritan, and haſt a Devil. 
Joh. VIII. 48. As tho all the Samaritans in their 
Account were poſſeſſed with the: Devil. This is 
enough to ſhew, how cankered the Hearts of the 
Jews were againſt their Neighbours , | becauſe ot 
ſome Differences in their Religion; tho the Ground 
of the Religion of both were the ſame. . -, ©: 
And this is ſtill made a common Cauſe of E- 
ſrangement, nay of Hatred one againſt another; 
Difference, I mean, in Religion. But even a Sama- 
ritan may be a good Man, you ſee. He may fear 
God, and be inwardly affected with God's Good- 
nels to him, and fall down before his Heavenly 
benefactor , and thank him with all his Heart. 
and 'tis very likely other Practices of Godlinefs 
ld accompany this. And wilt thou hate ſuch an 
one? He may be better than thou, tho' thy Reli- 
gion 


88 _ "The Thun! 
gion be better than his. It was a ſeaſonable ge 
primand that S. Paul gave to ſuch, who are apt to 
be fierce and hot, and to clamour againſt thoſe, 
wWhoſe Way of Serving God, or Doctrines differ 
from Ours. Rom. XI 0 10, Why' doſt thou judge th 
Brother? Or why doft thou ſet at noug ht t Brother, 
tby Diſſenting Brother? Eſpecially, when there 
appears Piety ; + Modeſty and Goodneſs in this 
thy Brother. If theſe require Eſteem , ( and 
God eſteems them) ſurely thou canſt not juſtify 
thy ſelf in hating. a Man merely becauſe he dif. 
fers from thee : And thy Education and his hath 
been under different Tutors” and Inſtructers. H 
he be juſt, if he be ſober, humble, felf-diffident; 
iff he ſerve God to the beſt of his Skill, his Error 
are to be pitied; hut his Perſon and his Name arc 
to be ſpared, and to be uſed with all Gentlenels, 
and brotherly Kindneſs. And as we are to ſhey 
our ſelves kind to all men, fo eſpecially to ſuch, 
That ſo by Meekneſs of Wiſdom, we may put jo 
ſilence, and win thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 


r cﬀo ny _—Hauyq I e OO 4 


This Frailty, : (ſhall I call it?) nay, this Fault f. 
we are, almoſt all of us, very apt to be guilty o t 
one againſt another. But we do not herein ſhevi ( 
our ſelves to be true Chriſtians ; whoſe Religion t 
would teach us not to cenſure, not to deſpiſW t 
not to judge the worſt one of another. Ti c 
was a Fault even in the firſt Times of the Church $ 
wherein there were many Differenges in Religiou ſ 
Matters, partly occaſioned by the Judaiæe fl b 
and partly by Philoſophers, mixt among the he n 
lievers : Difference, I ſay, of Doctrines and ( 


Perſuaſions; as well as there was aſterwards 
| the 


SAMARTFAN. 9 
LE the Church of Chriſt, and is to this'Day 7 and 
o will be unto the End of the World. Now, tho 
„chere were falſe Doctrines, and falſe Ways of Wor- 
r ſhip, and groſs Corruptions too, even from the Be- 
5 ginning, and firſt Planting of the Church, yet te 
Apoſtle allowed not by any means of this unchri- || 
ſtian, nay inhumane, Carriage.” They are his 
Words to ſuch hot Spirits, which I mentioned be- 
fore 3 Why deft thou judge thy Brother * And why 
doft thoi ſet at nought thy Brother? And then 
mark, how the Apoſtle backs what he had ſaid. 
We ſpall all ſtand before the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt. 
Both he and thou. And then thou ſhalt be judg- 
ed; and he ſhall be judged too. And that ſhall 
be 2 Righteous Judgment; Thine may be a 
wrong one, a parttal one. Let Judging and Cen- 
ſuriovg alone (as if the Apoltle ſhould have ſaid) 
till that Time. Judge nothing till then. Judge 
nothing before the Time; As he warns very ſeaſo- 
nably in another place. 1 Cor. IV. 7. 
It becomes thee to look to thy ſelf; And as 
tor others, whatſoever they be, to carry thy ſelf 
to them, as thy Fellow- Creatures, thy Fellow- 
Chriſtians. Thou art more happy perchance in 
the Knowledge and Underſtanding of the Truth, 
than he. But notwithſtanding he embraceth a 
corrupt, or a falſe Religion, there may be many 
Strokes of Virtue and Goodneſs, and Humanity 
ſeen in his Converſation, which may juſtly make 
him valuable in thine Eyes, as to'be ſure it will 
make him fo in God's.” We proceed to another 
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10 | The Thankful 
V. I obſerve, That many, becauſe they are un. 
der a Revealed Religion (as ours is) are apt the 
leſs to mind the Duzies of Natural Religion. This 
| I gather alſo from this Samaritan, that had a Re- 
. mark here ſet upon him for his Thankfulneſs to 
God; a Duty that Nature it ſelf teacheth : 

. Namely , that every Man ſhould be thankful to 
his Benefactor, and much more to God, our 
chief, our beſt Benefactor, when he is pleaſed to 
beſtow any Benefits upon us. When as theſe 
nine Jews, his Companions, might regard, as it 
ſeems, this Duty of Natural Religion the leſs, 

| becauſe they were under a higher Diſpenſation, a 
Religion revealed, viz. the Law, revealed by God 

_ himſelf to Moſes. The Poſitive Duties, and the 
Ceremonial Obſervances required in this Law, ſince 
they were converſant and exact in them, they re- 
garded the leſs the Duties that Natural Religion WJ | 
ſuggeſted. They reckoned themſelves to have 

| Cone their Duty ſufficiently, in bringing their i | 
| _ Sacrifices to the Temple, in obſerving the Diſtin-W 2 
 _ Con of Clean and . Unclean , in keeping their 2 
a 
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Sabbaths and their New Moons, and appointed 
Feaſts, and their Circumciſion ; and if they were 
Lepers cleanſed, as theſe were, to ſhew them. 
{elves to the Prieſts. And therefore, as for the 
Duties of Natural Religion, they imagined them- 
ſelves abſolved from them, or at leaſt, that theſe 
Ritual Obſervgnces, enjoined by God, might ſu- 


perſede them. | 
And from them we muſt all take notice. of this, 
that pur Revealed Religion alone, canſidered only 
mn the Polnive Lows gf &, will not fave ns. 


Mean, 


SAMARITTAN. II 
mean, it is not our being baptized in the Name 
of Chriſt, and profeſling to wear his Croſs, and 
to fight under his Banner; It is got 9 to 
the Lord's Table, nor frequenting the Houle of 
God with our bodily. Preſence at the ſet Times ap- 
pointed; nor the bare ſaying our Prayers with 
our Lips, nor the giving God our Knees; and the 
Worſhip and Proſtration of our Bodies; (all vo- 
ry good Things) No, nora confident Relying up- 
on the Merits of Chriſt, nor talking much of Reli- 


gion, nor diſputing hotly for ſome Opinions and 


Tenets, and about the Modes of Diſcipline ant 
Worſhip. ''No ; theſe Things of ' themſelves will 
not do, (how much ſoever like extraordinary Reli- 
gion they look) without they be accompanied 
with an inward Love and Fear of God, and with 
an active Principle of Integrity and Innocency, Pu- 
rity and Charity: Which put us on to ſuitable 
Actions; Vix. a Doing good according to our Abi- 


lity; a Laying Reſtraint upon our Luſts, Appetites 


and Wills; a Labour to furniſh our ſelves more 
and more with a Love of Truth and Juſtice ; and 
2 Practiſing of Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, 
Long-ſuffering , Selt-denial, Contempt of the 
World, and a Living according to Reaſon and So- 
briety ; and finally, walking humbly and thank- 
fully towards God ; the Grace of the Samaritan in 
the Text. Except our other Religious Performan- 
ces be accompanied with theſe, (which are all 
ſuch Duties as are grounded in Natural Religion, 
and written in our own Conſciences) we are ve- 
ry defective, imperfect Chriſtians : And all ur 


other Zeal and Devotion vill ſtand us in lute 


ſtead, C 2 In 


12 Le Than sul 
In fine therefore, among the reſt of our Inſtru- 


ions hence, learn this Eeſſon of the Samaritas in 

the Text, to be oonverſant in Natural Duties, thoſe MW, 

hich Nature, or rather tho God of Nature, pre. Wl; 
ſcribeth, beſides thoſe that are taught us by Re- 

velation. For you muſt remember, that the God MW; 

of Nature hath put into our very Natures: Sugge. Wl, 

ſtions of Reverence toward him, and Principles of Ml ; 

Truth and Virtue, and Humanity towards one Wl :« 

another. And theſe are fo deeply engraven by the if x 

Hand of Heaven in our Souls, that they muſſ ever Ml 

be moſt religiouſly obſerved and. practiſed by us. i 

And when God of his infinite Goodneſs reveals M ; 

more of his Mind andWillunto us, as he hath done Ml}: 

in the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, the Commands of M,; 

inſtituted Religion we muſt thankfully obſerve, In 

and take great Care of Practiſing. But yet not Ml 5c 

ſo, as to let them joſtle out the other Duties of MW e 

eternal Rectitude, and intrinſick Truth and Righ- Nd 

teouſneſs; namely, Such Duties as theſe; To be Not 

"thankful to our Beneſactors; To do as we would 

be done by; To give every one his own.; To Mi | 

help our Brother in bis Diſtreſs ; To be courteous NM 

and charitable to all. Men; And to fear God above by 

Man: And many ſuch like, which Nature it (elf ¶ be. 

teacheth us. And there is no Revealed Religion WM ye 

bow intended to ſhut out the Obſervation of theſe ¶ ces 

Moral Duties, which dre founded upon an eter- na 

nal and immutable Law written in our Hearts. Te 


And nothing can ſuperſede; them, they are ſo ol 
good, ſo right, ſo reiſonable in themſelves. No- Gr 
*thing can make it hu ful to be cruel; Nothing her 
can bear me out, no, not Religion it ſelf, to mu- Nel 
1 - 5 ther 
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my Brother: (No Religion van juſtify me {6 
bbs _ = 3 in 2 — 

to falſify my or to ingra to Him 
has hath benefited-me: | 009 09 19 751 OED 


Now, doth anyone liope to bear out himfelf 
a thiefe Practices by Revealed Religion? Reveal. 
ad Religion confirms thioſe Dgties the more; and 
f MW iftnerh more ſtronglythe Obligations that lye upon 
e s to do thoſe Things. And thetefore, if any tranſ- 
e ¶ geſs theſe Precepts of Nature, theſe Natural, theſe 
r Wl Noble Principles within us, upon pretence of Ret. 
s. W gon, as ſome of the Papi do; (That ſay, No Faith 
Is Is to be kept with Hereticks; and burn and kill 


e honeſt Men, becauſe they are not ofitheir Religion, 
of Nd cut Mens Throats for God d ſake) This is a 
e, ¶ noſt horrible thing, and a moſt fearful Abuſe and 
ot ¶ Scandal brought upon the Revealed Religion of 
of ¶ geſus Chriſt:· And God forbid, that ever any that 
h- all themſelves Proteftants,or Sons of the Church 
be of ENgland, ſhould” tread in thoſe Steps. 

ad VL I obſerve further from this Samaritan, How 
To ¶ t is ſeen ſometimes, that Got regards thoſe whom 
Men deſpiſe. Here ĩs a Samarilan, deſpiſed, hated 
by the Fewy 5 but regarded — God. Vou heard 
before, how abhorred'and'vilified the Samaritans 
were. of rhe Jews. - And yet you have three Pla- 
ces in the Goſpel,” where you find better Account 
made of them by Chriſt. This Samaritan Man in the 
Iext is one of theſe: The Samaritan Woman in the 
fourth Chapter of S. John, is a ſecond. Where our 
Gracious Saviour vouchfafes a Tong Diſcourſe with 
her. Inſomuch tharths Diſciples who were touch- 
el with Jewiſh Principles, wondered, (and that, tis 


lik e, 
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like ;. with ſome Indignation) that he held 15 
Conference with her. and the Third Place when 
'a Samatitan is mentioned, is in the Story — ou 
Saviour tells of the poor Traveller that fell amon 
Thieves; that was robbed and wounded, and lei 
half dead. There was a Fewiſb Levite and a Prie 
paſſed by him, but gave him no Relief. But a $; 
marjtan, as badasthey reckoned him, goes to him 
and binds up his Wounds, and exerciſes a wonder 
ful Compaſſion towards him. As tho (hethe 
it be a Story or a Parable ) God would let 

| ſee, by ſetting this Preference upon ſome of tha 
deſpiſed Nation, that he ſometimes hath a Reſpedll | 
to thoſe whom Men flight and contemn: An 
that he hath a Value for Piety and Goodneſs i 
whomſoever he ſees it. 

And why doth God do thus > Becauſe he m 
keth no Difference between one Man and anothe 
for any-worldly or external Conſiderations ; fofffi 
Riches, or Grandeur, or Honour, or High Place 
.or Great Birth , or for Church Privileges. B 
the Difference he maketh between Mart and Ma 
is according as he ſpieth the Purity of gheir Hea 
and in what Regard they live of Gog| and Virtugſet 
A poor Creature, that it may be works for his Lo 
ving, and lives in a thatched Cottage, at 
every body ſcorns for his Poverty, or his Ig 
rance ; God obſerves ſomething in ſuch an of 
ſometimes, that makes him both to eſteem ani 
love him. God ſees not as man ſees, Man looke 
at the outward Appearance ; but God locketh to | 


Heart 3 As the Scripture tells us. 
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Oh ! take this Hint from hence, Dear Bre- 
ren. Take you heed of your Hearts. Look 
that they be right in the Eyes of God. For then 
jou ſhall have his Eſteem, his Favour , however 
you are rejected and trampled upon by Men. 
And what Comfort may the poorer Sort gather 
o themſelves from hence, under the Contempts 
nd Indignities that are put upon them: That 
heir God, if they ſerve him faithfully , hatch à 
tetterRegard of them. It is the Guize of the World 
o this day, which we find practiſed in S. Fames's 
Time. Fam. II. 3. Te have reſpect to him that wear 
ub the gay Clothing, and ſay unto him, Sit thou here 
in a good Place : But ſay to the Poor , Stand thou 
i ere, or fit here under my Footſtool. But mark what 
n Obſeryation that Apoſtle makes on this Occa- 
on. Ver. 5. Hearken, my beloved Brethren'; hath 
God choſen the Poor of this World? He hath 
; folfffilo/e» them, tho ye have deſpiſed them. And 
jow patient and well contented mayeſt thou be, 
)! Godly Poor Man, to be neglected and obſcure 
n this World among Men, ſo long as God above 
nakes a better Account of thee, and thou art more 
tby in the Eſteem of thy Heavenly Father. Ogce 
tore, and J have done. en an 
VII. And laſtly, I obſerve the Gratitude of this 
amaritan : This poor Samaritan, he it was that 
ll down at FESUS's Feet, and gave him Thanks. 
ifdain not, Brethren, to learn a Leſſon of Grati- 
je from him. A quick Senſe of God's Mercy 
nd Goodneſs to us, and Thankfulneſs to him ari- 
ng thence, is a very ingeguous Temper of Mind. 
ad this Gratitude, this Senle of Diyine Loving- 

ferm bids 
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1 therefore; Dear Brethren, as God is alu 


Tome; from Wham all our Eaſe, all dr Cot 


15 Ne Thaukfnl \>. 
2adaek; whereſoever it is, will have this Adv 
rage, that it will malce us love God, becauſe 
14; ſo: good unto us. And: that Love: of: Gd 
he ve eccellent Effects upon us. It will make 
ſtuqy to pleaſechirh; fear to offend him and 
wilk ng to do, or to ſuffer any thing for bis Sal 
Ve loves and: hath deſerved 8 well of ug 


il 


oing us good, ſhowering his Benefits upon us 
r Day: every Hdur of the. Da in ſomeReſ 
—— let us remem from whom the 


fott, all our Pledtyy all.onr:Peaceido comers" A 
enpteſs for rhe(s. Fhings our Thankfulneſs to ff 
Bleſſed: Donor, in dur Lips, and in dur Lives! 
In our Lips by ſaying ever and anon, O 10 
{L:blefs thee: O Dear God, I thank thee, 1 pf 
ther fot thy continual Goodtiefs'towars k 
ot. all. the Comiqtta. of my Lite! 2 day 
I give Thantt unto tber a praiſe 
euer un, ever. Plalu CXLVo AJ 1097 7 50 

And do perfect aur Praiſe, let us further exp! 
our Thankfulneſs im our Lives 3 by ' Biving ap 
ſelves. ta his Service; and by walking betorgl 

in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our Days. WI 
God grant us all Gragę. ta do ene Nine Ohy 
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